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-2 6:1-8 tells us that the “Sons

1§ of God” (men who
believed in the Lord)
Word martied  “daughters  of
men” (women who were

unbelievers) and the result

was that their children
§ became “Nephilim” (which
means “‘those who S:J
men who were great in the
eyes of the world but were
proud unbelievers before
God.

By the time of Noah the
only believers on earth
s were Noah and his wife,
their 3 sons and their 3
wives — § believers in all.
The world was so filled
with evil that God planned
to destroy all life on earth
with a flood. However,
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s that hundreds of death. Only Noah and his
after Adam and Eve family - and the animals
d God in the Garden on the ark with them —
existed a human were saved (see Genesis
ation localized in one 7:1-8:22).
on carth. Genesis However, God knew that

after the flood the world when people are baptized I John 1:8-10), but the

would continue to be filled
with sin because ever since
Adam rejected God in the
garden the human heart is
filled with evil from the
time of conception (see
Genesis 8:21 and Psalm
51:5). Therefore, after the
“flood of death™ God kept
His promise to save sinners
through the “Flood of Life”
— that is, the salvation of
Jesus that is given to us in
the waters ot Holy Baptism
(see Matthew 28:18-20,
Acts  2:38-39, Galatians
3:26-29, Ephesians 5:25-
27, Colossians 2:9-12)!
Jesus accomplished our
salvation by living a perfect
life for us, by suffering on
the cross in our pilace of
damnation, and by
oo:@co:.:m death for us
when He rose from the
grave. The salvation Jesus
accomplished for us is
given to us in various
ways. God gives us this
salvation when His Word
of repentance and
forgiveness is proclaimed
in Jesus’ name. God also
gives us this salvation

in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

In [ Peter 3:18-22 we are
told that God used the
waters of the flood to kill
unbelievers  but  save
Noah’s family in the ark.
Peter then explains that
God now uses the waters of
Holy Baptism to save us
and give us new life
through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ! In Romans
6:1-4 Paul teaches that God
uses the water of Baptism

put to death our sinful
nature and give us new life
in Christ.

{n Baptism we are “born
again” through water and
the Spirit (see John 3:3-5
and Titus 3:5). Holy
Baptism is both a “flood of
death™ (death to our sinful
nature!) and a blessed
“Flood of Life” as we
receive Christ and all that
He has done to give us new
lifte as God’s children —
now and for eternity! We
still have a sinful nature
after Baptism (see Romans
7:14-25, Galatians 5:16-18,

Holy Spirit we received in
Baptism moves us to say
“No!” to the desires of our
sinful nature and trust in
Christ for mercy and the i
strength to live according
to His will (see Galatians
2:20-21 & 5:22-24, Titus
2:11-14). As we struggle
with sin God points us to
our Baptism where He
washed away our guilt and
clothed us with the
righteousness of Christ (see
Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:26-
29, Ephesians 5:25-27,
Titus 3:5).

The devil wants us to
reject Christ and His gifts
of salvation that we receive
in Holy Baptism. But God
wants us to rejoice in the
miracle of Baptism and
remember what Baptism
means for our lives as
Christians. In his Small
Catechism Martin Luther

teaches that God’s gift of

Holy Baptism is to be an
ongoing reality in the life
of the Christian. Based on
Romans 6:1-4, Martin
Luther writes the following
about the meaning of Holy

Baptism in the life
believer: “What d
gv:NEm with we

purity forever!”
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