22:41-42 and Romans 3:19-
31).

Today we continue with
the 20d  Commandment:
“You shall not misuse the
Name of the Lord your

His
Word
Is

NJ \u \Oon G In his Small
r =N ¢ Catechism Martin Luther
gives this explanation:

ticle is written by
ckstein of Concordia
Church in Jamestown.
Truth” will appear in
3rd Monday.

“We should fear and love
God so that we do not
curse, swear, use satanic
arts, lie, or deceive by

oo His Name, but call upon
s article we it in every trouble, pray,

1st praise, and give thanks.”
«“You This shows us that we break
e no other gods this Commandment not only

break  this Ways, but also when we
ent if we love FAIL to use God’s Name in
HING more GOOD ways. :

This means we We misuse God’s Name
. oni of When we “curse,” that is,
gods! when we ask God to damn
) or something;
s eternal Son, When we “swear,” that is,
Commandment When we use God’s Name to
or us and He also give credibility to our lies;
he damnation we When we use “satanic arts,”
- breaking this that is, when we use God’s

nt (see Luke

Name in occult practices or
as though it were a “magic
word” we can use to control
our circumstances; when we
“lie or deceive,” that is,
when we combine God’s
Name with our evil opinions
and false teaching that
conflict with Holy Scripture.

We FAIL to use God’s
Name in GOOD ways when
we do not call upon God in
every need; when we don’t
take time to pray to God;
when we don’t take time to
attend Services and worship
Him; when we refuse to
give Him thanks in all

 We learned by using God’s Name in evil circumstances; when we fail

to use God’s Name to speak
His Word to others (see
Romans 10:13-17 and
Hebrews 10:22-25).
Obviously, God’s Word
exposes the fact that we are
ALL guilty of misusing
God’s Name in many and
various ways. This should
cause us to fear God’s
wrath, because in Exodus
20:7 the Lord Himself says:

“...the Lord will not hold
guiltless anyone who
misuses His Name.” In

in Jesus you then have
complete forgiveness and
new life with God (see

other words, God MUST Ephesians 1:3-14 and 15t

punish our sinful misuse of John 1:7-10).

His Name!

What hope is there for us
who are guilty of misusing
God’s Name? We deserve
nothing but His present and
eternal wrath! Our hope is
that the God who ought to
damn us for our guilt sent
His own Son to be our
Savior. Jesus took our guilt
of misusing of God’s Name
and on the cross He became
GUILTY before God so that
we might be GUILTLESS
before God (see Ephesians
5:25-27, 2nd Corinthians
5:17-21 and 1St Peter 3:18-
22). In Romans 10:13 the
Apostle Paul records these
wonderful words of God:
“Everyone who calls on
the Name of the Lord
will be saved.”

When the Holy Spirit
uses God’s Word to convict
you of sin and give you faith

When the
love and mercy of Jesus fills
your heart you will be
moved to resist the misuse
of God’s Name. When the
love and mercy of Jesus fills
your heart you will be
moved to call upon God in
all trouble, pray to Him in
all situations, praise Him at
Services where you receive
His gifts, and give Him
thanks for all the many
undeserved blessings He
gives you.

But most of all, the love
and mercy of Jesus will
move you to speak His
Word of Truth to others so
that more people who are
not saved may call on the
Name of the Lord and
receive salvation in Christ.
In James chapters 1 & 5 we
read the following: “God
chose to give us birth
through the word of

Truth, that we
kind of first-fru
He create
brothers, if on
should wander
Truth and
should bring h
remember this
turns a sinne
error of his way
him from death
over a multitu
Praise be to Je
His Blood cov
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